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ZAPU EUROPE PROVINCE
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MEDIA STATEMENT
Gukurahundi Atrocities need UN investigation
London, October 20. ZAPU Europe province has today written and requested that Professor Nowak includes as part of his terms of reference; the investigation into the Gukurahundi atrocities committee by Robert Mugabe and the ZANU led government between 1982 and 1987 in the Matebeleland and Midlands provinces of Zimbabwe. This is in the context of his imminent visit to Zimbabwe (28 October 2009 – 4 November 2009).

Introduction

The human rights violations in Zimbabwe are an ongoing feature of the Robert Mugabe government that started as soon as they came into office in the early 1980s. This is a request for the office of the Special Rapporteur Professor Manfred Nowak to include investigations into the massacre of more than 20,000 and disappearance of thousands of Zimbabwe People’s Union (ZAPU) supporters between 1982 -1987. 
Human Rights situation in Zimbabwe
 The current and ongoing human rights abuses in Zimbabwe are known to the world mainly in the context of farm invasions and politically motivated violence against human rights activists and members of opposition parties.
We assert here that what is missing here is the bigger, deeper and wider human rights crimes perpetrated by Robert Mugabe’s ZANU PF government when an estimated 20,000 supporters and members of ZAPU between 1982 – 1988.
 
This was done on a massive scale when Mugabe used his North Korean trained 5 Brigade in what they called Gukurahundi.
 Tens of thousands were maimed, women and children rapped and many disappeared.
  
ZAPU leaders were detained without trial,
  for years and ordinary citizens denied justice. The regions of Matabeleland and Midlands (Mthwakazi) suffered years of deliberate underdevelopment with children denied access to education and basic human needs like food and healthcare.

There was total devastation and unspeakable human rights abuses by the Mugabe regime.
 ZAPU leader at the time Dr Joshua Nkomo was forced into exile.
 In the end our leaders took a difficult decision in the interest of peace and to save lives and signed the Unity Accord. 

Our Request and rationale

1. The Gukurahundi issue has never been investigated by any official UN body and the truth needs to be established for Zimbabwe to address this phase of her recent history.

2. There are thousands of surviving victims who are emotionally and physically hurting. Nothing has been done for them and they continue to struggle without any form of assistance. Some are women and children rapped at the time. Mugabe’s government has continuously denied addressing the atrocities and the scale of the crimes against humanity.

3. Thousands of survivors whose relatives disappeared still need an official investigation for closure.

4. We see the current human rights issues as a continuation of what started during Gukurahundi making it important not to separate the two.
5. It would be valuable for Zimbabweans and the world at large to understand what happened during Gukurahundi. This will be helpful for solutions and an appropriate response to be formulated.

6. There are mass grave in many parts of Matabeleland and Midlands today and there is a danger that if they are not addressed, these crime scenes may be interfered with as relatives are still determined to find their loved ones. 

We, ZAPU (Europe Chapter), now kindly request that you include as part of your terms of reference during your visit to Zimbabwe, an investigation into Gukurahundi and the ongoing effects on the people of Mthwakazi (Midlands and Matabeleland). 
Background of ZAPU

ZAPU was formed in 1961 as the first party to fight for democracy and liberation in Zimbabwe. We established relations with the British over the years based on our sound policies under the leadership of the late Dr Joshua Mqabuko Nkomo.
 

In 1979, ZAPU signed the Lancaster agreement as part of the Patriotic Front leading to Zimbabwe’s independence. In 1980, we joined a Government of National Unity (GNU) but were dismissed in 1982 when Mugabe and ZANU PF started cracking down on our supporters and persecuting our leadership. 

After Mugabe killed more than 20,000 of innocent and defenceless civilian ZAPU supporters, the party was forced into a GNU in 1987 for peace. ZAPU pulled out of the Unity Accord on 16th May 2009. We are now the opposition party in Zimbabwe with an important constituency.
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�  Mass graves: � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dvx-cxygig8&feature=related" �http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dvx-cxygig8&feature=related� 


� 5 Brigade pass out parade video � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TR_RIBT6L10" �http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TR_RIBT6L10� 


�  Testimonies � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCdVLOmQFxI&feature=related" �http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCdVLOmQFxI&feature=related� 


� Dabengwa detention  � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FxptHYBrHdQ&feature=related" �http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FxptHYBrHdQ&feature=related� 


� Gukurahundi � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dvx-cxygig8&feature=related" �http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dvx-cxygig8&feature=related� 


� Dr Nkomo interview in London � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WG8k7jZ2tA&feature=related" �http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WG8k7jZ2tA&feature=related� 


� See ZAPU websites: � HYPERLINK "http://www.zapu.org.uk" �http://www.zapu.org.uk�; � HYPERLINK "http://www.zapu.org" �www.zapu.org� 


�ZAPU website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.zapu.org.uk" �http://www.zapu.org.uk� 
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